Public Notice

ROHM AND HAAS CHEMICALS

LOUISVILLE, JEFFERSON COUNTY, KENTUCKY

TENTATIVE DECISION TO APPROVE A CORRECTIVE MEASURES STUDY

EPA ID # KYD 006 390 017

AGENCY INTEREST #2205

The Kentucky Energy and Environment Cabinet (Cabinet), Division of Waste Management (Division) has reached a tentative decision to approve a Corrective Measures Study (CMS) for Rohm and Haas Chemicals (Rohm and Haas).  The facility is located at 4300 Camp Ground Road, Louisville, Kentucky, 40550.  The facility contact person is Jerome Cibrik, and he may be reached at (304) 747-7788. 

Why does Rohm and Haas need a Corrective Measures Study?  
The purpose of the Corrective Measures Study (CMS) is to outline the steps Rohm and Haas will take to ensure that the potential for future human exposure to contaminants is limited.  In the CMS, Rohm and Haas has proposed to prevent future potential exposures by a combination of excavation and capping of contaminated soil, restricting property use, and restricting the use of groundwater.  

The Site Management Plan (SMP) will contain guidelines that will make certain that any current and future operations and developments at Rohm and Haas use and manage the site in a manner that is in compliance with regulatory requirements.  This will include periodic inspection requirements to ensure that the potential for future complete exposure pathways remain minimized and to identify any activities that might be required of the facility.  The SMP will be accompanied by an Environmental Covenant for the entire property.  An Environmental Covenant is attached to a deed for the site and describes the environmental conditions of the site and identifies any areas of the site that contain use restrictions.  

Where can I review the documents used to make this tentative decision?

Division of Waste Management

 Louisville Free Public Library

200 Fair Oaks Lane, 1st Floor


 Shively Branch

Frankfort, KY 40601 



 3920 Dixie Highway

Point of contact: Tina Fisher


 Louisville, KY  40216

(502) 564-6716


             (502) 574-1730

Fax (502) 564-9232



 Hours of Operation:

Email: tina.fisher@ky.gov


 Monday-Thursday: 10:00am-9:00pm

Hours of Operation:



 Friday: 10:00am-5:00pm

Monday – Friday: 8:00am – 4:30pm







To make an appointment, submit a written request at least 72 hours prior to the desired review date. 

How can I submit Comments about this tentative approval?  

The Cabinet encourages public involvement and welcomes comments. Anyone wishing to comment or request a hearing on our tentative approval should submit their comments to the Cabinet from July 5, 2015 to August 19, 2015. Comments can be submitted to or mailed to April J. Webb, P.E., Manager, Hazardous Waste Branch, Division of Waste Management, 200 Fair Oaks, Frankfort, KY 40601, (502) 564-6716, ext. 4699. The Agency Interest (A.I.) # 2205 should be included with any comments.

What will the Cabinet do with the comments they receive?
All comments received by midnight of August 19, 2015 will be considered when making a final decision. Anyone submitting comments will be mailed a “response to public comments” document specifying any changes made or not made, with reasons why, as a result of the comment(s) submitted. Any person who may be aggrieved by the final decision may file a petition with the Cabinet that sets forth the grounds of the objection and demands a hearing pursuant to KRS 224.10-420(2).  

The Division of Waste Management does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, disability, sex, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, ancestry, or veteran status. The division provides, on request, reasonable accommodations necessary to afford an individual with a disability an equal opportunity to participate in all services, programs and activities.  To request materials in an alternate format, contact April Webb at (502) 564-6716, ext 4699, or email April.Webb@ky.gov . Hearing and speech impaired persons may contact the agency by using the Kentucky Relay Service, a toll-free telecommunication device for the deaf (TDD). For voice to TDD, call (800)648-6057. For TDD to voice, call (800)648-6056.
Kentucky Energy and Environment Cabinet

Division of Waste Management

Hazardous Waste Branch

FACT SHEET 

Tentative Decision to Approve a

Corrective Measures Study

Rohm and Haas Chemicals

Louisville, Jefferson County, Kentucky

EPA ID # KYD 006 390 017 AI# 2205

July, 2015

The Kentucky Energy and Environment Cabinet (Cabinet), Division of Waste Management (Division), has reached a tentative decision to approve a Corrective Measures Study (CMS) for Rohm and Haas Chemicals (Rohm and Haas).  Rohm and Haas is located at 4300 Camp Ground Road, Louisville, KY 40216.  The facility contact person is Jerome Cibrik, P.G., Remediation Leader, The Dow Chemical Company and he may be reached at (304) 747-7788.  The Division Project Manager is Bart Schaffer, P.G., and he may be reached at (502) 564-6716.

I. Facility Description 

The Rohm and Haas property consists of two parcels totaling 132 acres.  The main portion of the property is a 120 acre tract between Camp Ground Road and the Ohio River.  The remaining twelve acres lies to the east of Camp Ground Road and contains the former fly ash/white water pond area.  The site was originally developed in 1941 as a portion of a U.S. Department of Defense facility.  Butadiene was manufactured for the U.S. Government under the management of Union Carbide on the property between 1943 and 1952.  In 1962 the facility was reopened to produce methyl methacrylate (MMA), adipic acid and acrylic polymers.  Rohm and Haas currently manufactures acrylic polymers, modifiers for plastics and solid and solution grade resins.  The major raw material for these processes is MMA.

Rohm and Haas falls under the auspices of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) as a Treatment, Storage and Disposal facility (TSD).  A permit for these activities was required by the Commonwealth of Kentucky and the United States Environmental Protection Agency.  A permit for storage of hazardous waste was issued on December 20, 1998.  A portion of the requirements in the permit pertained to investigation of potential environmental issues at the property due to past handling of hazardous materials. Under the Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendment to RCRA, areas at TSDs where wastes or potentially hazardous materials were handled or potentially released are to be identified.  This identification process is known as a RCRA Facility Assessment (RFA). 

After the RFA was completed and areas of potential concern identified, the investigation process began at the facility.  This consisted of analyzing soil and groundwater within and near identified areas known as Solid Waste Management Units (SWMUs) and Areas of Concern (AOCs).  Following years of investigation, it was determined that nine areas need some form of remedial measures to eliminate the potential for humans to be exposed to hazardous chemicals or elements.  

II.
Purpose of the Corrective Measures Study
Through extensive sampling it has been determined that the following chemicals and elements are the primary contaminants in soil and groundwater at the site:  Polynuclear Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHs), arsenic, benzene, chloroform and bis(2-chloroethyle)ether (BCEE).  The extent of contamination has been fully determined.  Some contaminated soil will be excavated and disposed of at an offsite landfill.  Soil that is left in place that is contaminated above industrial property use limits will be covered with clean soil or pavement.  Through an Environmental Covenant, the property will be restricted to industrial use.  Groundwater will not be permitted to be used for drinking water purposes.  These requirements, along with maintenance of the soil caps, will remain in effect for perpetuity.

The Division has determined that the proposed remedies will be protective of human health and the environment, and therefore has issued tentative approval for the CMS.  The CMS documents current environmental conditions on the property and any constituents of concern that remain in the soil and groundwater that exceed current and applicable regulatory levels. It also specifies the exact measures that will be taken to protect human health and the environment once the plan is approved. 

III. How to make a comment on the decision:
The Corrective Measures Study and previous investigation related documents are available for public review. Anyone wishing to request a public hearing or comment on the selected remedy should submit their request or comments to the Division on or before midnight on……, the close of the public comment period. The beginning of the public comment period begins coincidentally with the date the public notice is published in the newspaper. The beginning date for the public comment period is July 5, 2015. Comments on the proposed remedy or requests for a public hearing should be submitted by midnight on August 19, 2015, to the Division of Waste Management, 200 Fair Oaks, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601, Attn: April J. Webb, (502) 564-6716. The AI #2205 should be included with any comments.

If a public hearing is requested, another public notice will be provided to the local newspaper, and the comment period will be extended to the close of the hearing.  All comments received by the close of the comment period will be considered in making the final decision.

IV. Where can I review the documents used to make this tentative decision?

The Division has compiled all documents and correspondence pertaining to this tentative decision for public review. The documents may be viewed at the following locations:

Division of Waste Management

Louisville Free Public Library

200 Fair Oaks




Shively Branch

Frankfort, KY 40601 



3920 Dixie Highway

Point of contact: Tina Fisher


Louisville, Kentucky 40216

(502)564-6716  (fax) (502)564-9232
             Phone: (502)574-1730

Email: Tina,Fisher@ky.gov


Hours of Operation:

Hours of Operation: 



Mon to Thur 10:00am to 9:00pm 

Monday – Friday: 8:00am – 4:30pm

Fri and Sat 10:00am to 5:00p
The Division of Waste Management does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, disability, sex, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, ancestry or veteran status. The Division provides, upon request, reasonable accommodations including auxiliary aids and services necessary to afford individuals with disabilities an equal opportunity to participate in all programs and activities.  To request appropriate accommodations for a public hearing (such as an interpreter) or alternative formats for printed information, contact April Webb at (502) 564-6716 or April.Webb@kuy.gov . Hearing and speech impaired persons can contact the agency by using the Kentucky Relay Service, a toll-free telecommunication device for the deaf (TDD). For voice to TDD, call (800)648-6057. For TDD to voice, call (800)648-6056. 

